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The Eaft-India Companies CHAR, TER, 
Granted by the K I N G'S Moſt Excellent 
MAJESTY F A M E $ tbe Second, un- 
der the Great Seal of England, Dated the T wel 
day of April;jn the Second Year of His May [2 
Reign, 1686, P18 


LiJTTECA \ | 
ACAD. .GEORGEE /: 


] 'T = FR NETEEDS 
| the Second by the Grace 06 — HS 


God, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland King, Defender of 


the Faith, &c. To all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come Greeting. 
whereas Our wellbcloved Subjefs the Governour and Company of 
Merchants Trading into the Eaft-Indies, have been of long ſince a 
Corporation to the honour and profit of this Nation, andhave enjoy- 
ed and do enjoy divers Liberties Priviledges and Immunities by 
force of ſeveral Letters Patents, heretofore grarited to them by our late 
Royal Progenitors and Predecefſors, Queen ELIZABETH, 
and King F AMES. And Whereas the late King CHARLES 
the Second, our Dearly Beloved Brother of Ever Bleſſed Memory, did 
by His Royal Charter or Letters Patents bearing date atWeſtmrinſter the 
third day of Aprilin the 13th. year of His Reign, among(t other things, 
give grant ratifie and ab /an unto his Truſty and wellbelovedSubjeds 
the Governour and Company of Merchants of London Tradinginto the Eaſt« 
Indies, That they from thenceforth for ever be and ſhouldbe one Body 
Corporate and Politick, in deed and Name, by the Name of the Go- 
vernour and Company of Merchants of Lordon Trading into the Eaſt-lndics. 
And further, that they and all that then wete or ſhould be of the ſaid 
Company and every of them, and all the Sons of them and every of 
them at their ſeveral ages of one and twenty. years or upwards, and 
that all ſuch the Apprentices, Faftors and Servants of them and every 
of them, which thereafter ſhould be imployed by the ſaid Company in 
the ſaid Trade of Merchandize of or to the Eaſt-Indies beyond the Seas 
or any other the places therein for that purpoſe mentioned {hould and 
might from thenceforth for ever from the day of the date of the ſaid 
Letrers Patents freely Traffick, and uſe the Trade of Merchandize by 
Seas, in and by ſuch wayes and paſſages then found out and diſcovered 
or which then after ſhould be found out and diſcovered as they {hould 
eſteem and take to be fitteſt into and from the ſaid Caff-[rdzes, in the 
Countreys and Parts of .A{i4)and Africa, and into and from the IfJands, 
Ports, Havens, Cities, Creeks, Towns and places of Aſa, Africa and 
America or any of them beyond the Cape of Bona Eſperanza to the 
Streights of Magellan, where any Trade or Tratftique of Merchandize 
might be uſed or had, and to and from every of them in ſuch order 
manner form liberty and condition to all intents and purpoſes as ſhould 
be from time ro time at any publique Aſſembly or Court holden by 
or for the ſaid Governour and Company by or between them of the 
ſaid Fellowſhip or Company of Merchants of London Trading into the 
Eaſt-lndies,or the more part of them tor the time being preſcat ar ſuch 
Ailembly or Court the Governour or his Deputy being alwayes pre- 
ſent, at ſuch Court or Aſſembly liminted and agrecd and not otherwiſe, 

| any 


Whereas the Eaft-Indis 
Company have heen 
long a Corperation, 


by farce of ſeveral Let- 
ters Patents, 


which the late King 
Charles the Second, did 
ratifne and confirm 3 
Granting them 


to be fof ever a Body 
Corporate in deed and 
name. 


And that they, their 


Sons, Appremices and 
Servants, 


might for ever freelv 
Trade and Merchandize ' 
to and from India, by 
the ways then, or there- 
afcer to be, di(covercd, 


beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope, to the Streights of 
Magellan, 


in ſach manner.,as ſhould 
at any Publick Aſſembly 
or Court, 


or the Major part pre- 
ſetit, (the Governour or 
his Deputy being always 


one ; ) 


be limited and agreed ; 
any Statute, &c. not- 
withſtanding. 


So as they Trade not to 
any place in the Lawful 
Poſſeſſion of any Chri- 
ſtian Prince or Stare in 
League or Amity, 


thar would not accept 
ſuch Trade, bur declare 


againſt ir, 


And further, That the 
ſaid Company ſhall for 
ever enjoy the whole 
and intire Trade. 


And that no part of the 
ſaid Indies ſhould be vi- 
ſired or haunted by any 
of his MajeſtiesSuvjetts. 


And the faid late King 
did alſo by his Preroga- 
tive Royal, (which he 
would not in that be- 
A EY 
' it a 
his tt —_ Tra- 
ding into the ſaid Prdies; 


Other than the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Company, 
their Fators, &c. 


upleſs they obtain Li- 
cenſe of them under 
cheir Common Seal, 


under the Penalties ther- 


in expreſied. 


And whereas the ſaid 
lt: King by his Royal 
Charter, Dated 27 Mar. 
An. 20 Regni, by advice 
of his Privy Council, 


did grant and transfer 
unto the ſaid Governour 
and Company, all the 
Port and Iſland of Bom- 
bay, with all the Rights, 
Royalties, &c. 


if as ample manner as 
the ſaid late King had 
or might have had, and 
enjoyed the ſame 


C18) 

any moleſtation, impeachment or diſturbance,any ſtatute, uſage, diver- 
ſity of Religion or Faith, or any other cauſe or matter whatſoever tothe 
contrary notwithſtanding : So alwayes the fame Trade be not under- 
taken or addreſſed to any Countrey, I{land, Port, Haven, City, Creek, 
Town or Place in the lawful and actual poſſefhion ofany ſuch Chriſtian 
Prince or State as then was, or at any time thereafter ſhould be 
in league of Amity with the ſaid late King, his heirs of ſucceſſors, 
and who then did not, or would not except of any ſuch Trade, but 
did openly declare and publiſh the ſame to be utterly againſt his 
and their good will and liking.And further the faid late King did there- 
by for himſelf,his heirs and ſucceſſors grant unto the faid Governour and 
Company of Merchants of London Trading into the Eaſt-Indies,and to their 
ſucceſiors, That they and their ſucceſſors, and their Faftors, Servants 
and Aſſigns in the Trade of Merchandize for them and on their behalf, 
and not otherwiſe, ſhould for ever after have uſe and enjoy the whale 
entire and onely Trade and Traffique ; and the whole entire and only 
Liberty uſe and priviledge of Trading and Traffiquing and ufing the 
Feat and Trade of Merchandize to and from the ſaid Eeft-Indies and 
to and from all the Iſlands, Ports, Havens, Cities, Towns and Places 
therein for that purpoſe mentioned in ſuch manner and form as isthere- 
in mentioned. And theſaid late King did thereby for himſelf his heirs 
and ſucceſſors further grant to the ſaid Governour and Company and 
their ſucceſſors, that the ſaid Eaſi-Indiey or the I{lands, Havens, Ports, 
Cities, Towns or Places thereof, or any part thereof, ſhould not be 
viſited frequented or haunted by any the ſabjefts of him his heirs or 
ſucceſſors, during the time that the ſaid Letters Patents ſhould be in 
force and not revoked or repealed, contrary to the true meaning of 
the ſaid Letters Patents, And the ſaid late King by virtue of his Pre- 
rogative Royal, which he would not in that behalf have argued or 
brought in queſtion, did alſo by his faid Letters Patents ſtreightly 
charge command and prohibit for himſelf his heirs and ſucceſſors all 
the ſubjeQts of him his heirs and ſucceſſors of what Degree or Quality 
ſoever they were,that none of them direttly or indireQly viſit haunt fre- 

uent and TradeTraffique or Adventure by way of Merchandize into or 
"pov any the ſaidEaſt-1.des or placestherein for that purpoſe mentioned 
other then the ſaid Governoxrand Company, and ſuch particular perſons 
as then were or after ſhould be of that Company their Agents, FaQtors, 
and Aſligns, during the time that the ſaid Letters Patents ſhould be in 
force, unleſs by 5 with the Licenſe and Agreement of the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Company in writing firſt had and obtained under their 
Common Seal to be granted, upon the pains and Forfeitures in the ſaid 
Letters Patents at large expreſled, as in and by the faid Letters Pa- 
tents, relation thereunto being had, amongſt ſeveral other grants, cove- 
nants, powers, clauſes, liberties, immunities, priviledges, preheminences 
and proviſoes therein contained and expreſſed may more fully appear. 
And whereas the faid late King CHARLES the wer by His 
Royal Charter or Letters Patents bearing date at Weſtminſicr the 27th. 
day of March, in the 2oth. year of His Raign, by the Advice of His 
Privy Conncil, in all the grants and matters therein, did grant transfer 
and confirm for himſelf his heirs and ſucceſſors unto the ſaid Gover- 
10ur and Company all that Port and I{land of Bombay in the Ezſt-1r- 
dies with all the rights, profits, territories and appurtenances thereof 
whatſoever, and all and ſingular royalties, revenues, rents, cuſtomes 


caſtles, forts, buildings, and fortifications, priviledges, franchiſes, prehe- 


minences, and Hereditaments whatſoever within the premiſes or to them 
or any of them belonging, or in any wiſe appertainiag, in as large and 
ample manner to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes as the ſaid late 
King then had and enjoyed the ſame, or might or ought to have m 
an 


and en} the fame by virtue and force of the grant of the then 
King of "Portngal, and not farther or otherwiſe. And them the ſaid 
Governour and —_— their Succeſfors and Aſhgns the faid Jate 
King thereby for himſelf his Heirs and Succeffors did make, create and 
cob the true and abſolute Lords and Proprietors of the Port and 
Iſhnd and premiſes therem mentioned and of every part and parcel 
thereof which to him the ſaid late King appertained by force of the 
Grant from the ſaid King of *Portagal, and not further or otherwiſe, 
faving, and alwayes reſerving to himſelf his Heirs and Succeſfors the 
' Faith and Allegiance to him due and belonging, and his Royal 
Power and Soveraignty of and over his Subjects and Inhabitants there, 
To have, hold, potlefs, and enjoy the ſaid Port and Ifland and all 
and fingular other the premiſes therein before granted or mentioned 
to be granted unto the ſaid Governour and Company their Succeffors 
and Affigns for ever, to the only uſe of the faid Governour and Com- 

any their Succeſſors and Afſigns for ever-more z To be holden of 

im the ſaid late King his Heirs and Succeffors of his Mannor of Eaſt 
Greenwich in the County of Kent m free and common Soccage and not 
in Cepite nor by Knights ſervice, yielding and paying therefore to 
him, the faid late King his Heirs and Succeſfors, at the Cuſtom-Houſe 
' Londen, the Rent or Summe of Ten pounds of Lawful Money of 
Erxgland in Gold on the 3oth. day of September yearly for ever ; And 
the faid late King did for himſelf his Heirs and Succeflors alſo grant 
that it ſhould and might be lawful to and for the faid Governour and 
Company, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, and to and for their Agents, 
FaQors and Servants, and every of them, to have, hold, uſe, exer- 
ciſe, enjoy and execute all and fingular the Juriſdictions, Powers, 
Liberties, Priviledges, Benefits and Advantages whatſoever within 
the faid Port and Ifland Bowbay, and in all and every of their Voy- 
ages thither, and from thence, and in all and every of their Trade, 
_—_ and Merchandizing there, thither or from thence to 
and any place or places whatſoever as they the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Company their Succeflors and Aſſigns or their A- 
gents, Fators and Servants or any of them might or could hold, uſe, 
exerciſe, enjoy and execute by force and vertue of his ſaid Royal 
Charter or Letters Patents bearing Date at Weſtminſter, the faid third 
Day of April in the 13th. year of His Reign in any other place or 
places in the ſaid Ezft-Indies, or touching or concerning any other 
their Plantations, Forts, Caſtles, Colonies, Factories, Agents, Factors, 
and Servants, or touching or concerning any their Trade, Traffique 
or Merchandizing, » Wares and Commodities or any other 
matter or thing of or belonging unto the fajd Company comprized 
or mentioned or intended to be comprized within the ſaid Charter or 
Letters Patents, bearing Date the third day of April aforeſaid in as 
large and ample manner to all Intents, Conſtructions and purpoſes as 
if the — Powers, Liberties, Priviledges, Immunities, 
Benefits and Advantages were in the ſecond recited Letters Patents 
of the ſaid late Kin Charles the Second, particularly mentioned and 
expreſſed, as in and by the ſame Letters patents, relation being there- 
unto had amongſt divers other grants, proviſoes, powers and clauſes 
liberties, immunities, priviledges and preheminences may more fully 
appear. And whereas the ſaid late King Charles the Second did b 
His Royal Charter or Letters patents bearing Date at Weſtminſter the 
5th, day of OFober in the 28th. Year of His Reign for himſelf his 
Heirs and Succeflors, ratifie and confirm unto the ſaid Governour and 
Company and their Succeſſors for ever, All and fingular the Rights, 


Liberties and Franchiſes to them formerly given, granted or confirmed 
_ 


by force of the Grant of 


che then King of Por. 


tugal. 

And — ſaid Go- 
vernour Compan any- 
did make and _—_ 
rute the abſolute Pro- 
prierors thereof. 


Alwayes reſerving to 
himſelf the Faith and 
Allegiance of rhe Inhas 
bitanrs, &c. 


To hold the ſame unto 
the ſaid Governour and 
Company &c. forever: 


To be holden as of his 
Mannor of Eaft Green- 
wich 1h common Soc- 
cage 


Paying the Renc of 1&/. 
in Gold yearly. 


Sranting them alſo all 
priviledges and advan- 
rages there as in other 
partsof Indiathey might 
enjoy 


— 


by force and virme of 
His Majeſties ſaid Char- * © 
ter , Dated 3d. April, - | 
Anzo 13:Regri, . 


in as large ahd atnple 
manner as if parricu- 
larly expreſſed in the 
ſecond reciced Lettets 
Parents, 


Y And whereas the ſaid 


lare ,King by Charrer 
dated gth. Oftober Anns 
28 Reegni, 


did confirm all Rights 


&c. formerly granted | 
the ſaid Compary. 


notwithſtar ding any 
former miſuſer, &c. 


To the only uſe and be- 
hoof of rhe ſaid Com- 
pany for ever. 


And whereas the ſaid 
lare King by his Royal 
Charter, Dared 16 Dec. 
An. 25 Regni, 

did grant the ſaid Com- 
pany the Iſland of St. 
Hema, with all the 
Rights, &c. 


( 20 ) 
by the two firſt recited Charters or Letters Patents of the 'faid late 
King Charles the Second herein before-mentioned. or either of them 
notwithſtanding any former miſ-uſer, non-uſer or abuſer whatſoever 
of the ſaid Rights, Liberties and Franchiſes, or any of them by the 
ſaid Governour and Company, or by their Fattors, Agents and-Ser- 
vants, or any of them, To have, hold, exerciſe and enjoy the faid 
Rights, Liberties and Franchiſes and every of them unto the faid Go- 
vernour and Company and their Succeſlors for ever, To the onely 
uſe and behoofe of the ſaid Governour and Company and their Suc- 
ceſſors for evermore, in as large and ample manner and form to all 
Intents, Conſtructions and Purpoſes, as by vertue of the two firſt 
recited Charters or either of them they might could or ought to have 
had and enjoyed the ſame if ſuch miſ-uſer, non-uſer or abuſer had 
never been, as in and by the ſaid Charter or Letters Patents bearing 
date the faid 5th. day of Odober aforeſaid (relation being thereunto 
had) amongſt divers other Grants, Liberties, Immunities, Priviledges 
and Preheminences may more fully appear. And Whereas the faid 
late King Charles the Second by his Royal Charter or Letters Patents 
bearing Date at Weſtminſter the 16th. day of December in the 25th. 
year of his Reign for himſelf his Heirs and Succeflors did give, grant 
and confirm unto the ſaid Governour and Company their Succeſlors 
and Aſſigns, all that the Iſland of St. Helema with all the Rights, Pro- 
fits, Territories and Appurtenances whatſoever, and all the Soil, 
Lands, Fields, Woods, Mountains, Farmes, Lakes, Pools, Harbours, 
Rivers, Bayes, Iſles, Iflets, ſcituate or being within the bounds or 
limits thereof with the fiſhing of all forts of Fiſh, Whales, Sturgeons 
and all other Royal Fiſhes in the Bayes, I{lets and Rivers within the 


| ſame premiſles, and the Fiſh therein taken, And all the Veins, Mines 


with all and fingular 
Royalries , Revenues , 
Cuſtoms, &c. 


and did create and con- 
ſtiture the ſajd Compa- 
ny, abſolute Lords and 
Proprietors of the ſaid 
Iſland, 

(alwayes reſerving the 
Faith and Allegiance of 
the Inhabitants : ) 


to the only uſe of the 
faid Governour and 
Company, 


to be holden in free and 
common Soccage z 


and Quarries as well Royal Mines as other Mines, whether the ſame 
were then diſcovered or not diſcovered, and allo all Gold, Silver, 
Jems and precious Stones, and all other whatſoever, be it of Stones, 
Metals or any thigg whatſoever then found or to be found within the 
Veins, Mines or Quarries of the ſame If]ſand and premifles. And all 
and ſingular Royalties, Revenues, Rents, Cuſtomes, Caſtles, Forts 
and Buildings and Fortifications then Erected and to be Erefted on 
the premiſles or any part thereof, And all Priviledges, Franchiſes, 
Preheminences and Hereditaments whatſoever within the ſame, or to 
them or any of them belonging or in any wile appertaining in as large 
and ample manner to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes as the ſaid 
late King Charles the Second then had and enjoyed or might or could 
have or enjoy the ſame by vertue or force of the ſame late Kings Con- 
queſt thereof or otherwiſe howſoever, And them the ſaia Governour 
and Company their Succeflors and Aſligns he the faid late King Charles 
the Second for himſelf, his Heirs and Succeſlors did thereby make 
create and conf{itate the true and abſolute Lords and Proprietors of 
the ſame Iſland and premiſſes, and of every part and parcel thereof ; 
Saving, and:alwayes reſerving to the ſame Jate King his Heirs and 
Succeijors, the Faith and Allegiance to them due and- belonging and 
their Royal power and Sovereignty of and over their Subjects and In- 
habitants there, To have hold poſleſs and enjoy the ſame Iſlands and 
all and ſingular other the premiſles therein before granted or men- 
tioned to be granted unto the ſaid Governour and Company their 
Succeſſors and Afligns for ever, To the only uſe of the ſaid Governour 
and Company their Succeſlors and Aftigns for evermore,To be holden 
of the ſaid late King, his Heirs and Succefſors as of the Mannor of 
Eaſt Greenwich in the County of Kent in free and common ſoccage, 
and not in Capite nor by Knights ſervice, as in and by the ſaid Letters 

Patents 


Patents, relation being thereunto had amongſt divetſe other Grants, 
Powers, Liberties;' Priviledges, Preheminences and- Clauſes therein 


exprelsd may more fully appear. Ard Whereas:rhe fame late King by '? 
his Royal Charter or Letters Patents bearing date at Weſ#minſter the . 
gth. day of Auguſt in the'3 5th of ' his Reign, 'did Eret and Eſtabliſh 


a Court of Judicature 'to beheld at ſuch place or places, Fort or 
Forts, Plantations 'or | Faorics 'upon the Coaſts in the ſame Letters 
Patents mentioned, as the ſaid Company ſhould from time to time di- 


re( or appoint, which ſaid Court ſhould conſiſt of one perſon learned 


did ere a Courc of Ju- 
dicarure, to be holden 


as che Company ſhould 
'direR, T IIG 


in_the-Civil Lawes and two Merchants, which ſaid perſons and ſuch | 


Qfficers.of the ſaid Court as'{hould- be thought neceſlary ro be nomi- 
nated and appointed from time 'to time by the Governour or Deputy 
Governour and Court or the Major part of them'and which {aid per- 
ſons learned in the Civil Laws and two Merchants or the Major part 
of them, whereof the ſaid perſon learned inthe Civil Law to be one 
ſhould have Commiſſion and power to hear-and determine all Caſes 
of Forfeitures and. ſeizures of -any ſhip 'or ſhips, Goods and Merchan- 


to determin all cafes of 
forfeitures and ſeizures 
of Ships, &c. 


dize trading and coming upon any the ſaid Coaſts or Limits contrary | 


to the intent of the ſame Letters' Patents and of the ſaid” firſt recited 
Letters Patents of the ſaid late King Charles the Second' therein men- 
tioned, and alſo all Cauſes ' Mercantile or Maritime, Bargains, Buy- 
ings, Sellings, Bartering of Wares whatſoever and all Policies and 
Ads of Aſſurance and all Bills, Bonds, and premiſes for. payment of 
Money or Mercantile or trading ContraQts, all Charter-parties or 
Trading Contradts for affraighting of Veſlels and wages of Marriners 
and all other Mercantile or Maritime Caſcs whatſoever concerning 
any perſon or perſons reſiding, coming or being ia the places aforeſaid 
and all caſes of Treſpaſſes, Injuries and Wrongs done or committed 
upon the high Sea or-in any of the Regions, and Territories,Countries, 
or places therein for that purpoſe mentioned concerning any perſon 
or perſons reſiding being or coming in the parts of Aſa, Africa and 
America within the bounds and limits therein mentioned. All which 
Caſes ſhould be adjudged and determined by the ſaid Court upon 
due examination and proof according to the Rules of Equity and 
good Conſcience, and according to the Laws and Cuſtoms of Mer- 
chants by ſuch Methods and Rules of proceedings as the ſame late Kin 
ſhould from time to time dire& and appoint either under his Great 
Seal or Privy Seal, And for want of ſuch direCtion, and until fuch 
dire&ion ſhould be made by ſuch ways and means as by the Judges of 
the ſaid Court ſhould in their beſt Jadgments and diſcretions think 
meet and juſt;zwhether it be by a ſummary way or otherwiſe according 
to the exigency of ſeveral Caſes that ſhould be brought in Judgment 
before them, and all Judgments, Determinations and Decrees made 
1n the (aid Court were to be put in writing and ſignified to the perſons 


As alſo, all Cauſes Mer- 
cantile or Maritime,@ 


and all Treſpaſſes u 
the high Sea, ary 
Regions, OF. 


according to Equi 
and the oF * 
Merchants. 


B And by ſuch methods 


as the ſaid late King 
ſhould dire&t, under his 
Great or Privy Seal. 
And for want thereof, 
as the Judges of the ſaid 
Courc ſhould think 
meer, 


All Judgments co be put 
in writing &c. 


that were preſent at the making of the ſame and ſhould contain a ſhort | 


ſtate of the matter of Fa as it appeared to them, and their Sert- 
tence and Adjudication thereupon, as in and by the faid Letters 
Patents bearing: Date at Weſtminſter the gth. day of Auguſt afore- 
ſaid, relation being thereunto had amongſt divers other Grants, 
Powers, Liberties, Priviledges' and Clauſes ' therein contained may 
more fully and at large appear. And whereas we are given to un- 
derſtand, that ſeveral perſons contrary to, And in Contempt of 
the firſt recited Letters Patents, and the Royal Pleaſure of our faid 
Dearly Beloved: Brother thereby declared, have of late years pre- 
ſumed without the Licence of the ſaid Governour and Company 


to ſend out ſeveral Ships, and to Trade, Traftique and Adventure 
| F by 


And whereas ſeveral 
perions, 1n contempt 
of rhe firſt recited Let- 
ters _ . 
have preſu wich- 
our on ro ſend 
out Ships, and to trade 
within the limits com- 
priſed in che ſaid Char- 
rer; 
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t5 the. great damage pf 
_ the ſaid Company, and 
' mariifeſt hazard of Fy- 
' iting of that Trade, \, 


Whereupon the aid 
Governour and Compa- 
ny have humbly be- 
ſought Us ro grant and 
confirm the ſaid Char- 
ters, vichſome addirions, 


Now,well weighing how 
highly ir imporrs the 
honour and welfare of 
'the Realtt, &c> 


that thoſe diſorders 

ſhould be redreſt, and 
thar Trade 1mproved 
to the urmoſt 3 


and that the ſaid Com- 
pany may be encourag- 
ed by all lawful aſſifi 
ance, in that diffculr 
and hazardous Trade ; 
We ins ps do — 
by ratify and confirm 
for ever, all the ſaid 
Charters, &c. 


And all Righrs and Pri- 
viledges as fully as if 
particularly expreſs'd. 


Norwithſtanding any 
Non-ofer, miſ-uſer, &:. 
yer ſubjeRt ro the con- 
dirjtons mentioned in 
rhe Lerrers Patents. 


And further we eſtabliſh 
rothem all ſuch and the 
like Rights and Privi- 
ledges as ever they had, 
Oc. 


With power to the ſaid 
Company their Pref 
dems &c. to admimifter 
the Freemans Oath. 


their. Succeſſors,, All the ſaid Chartezs' os; Letters | Patents with-4drme 
Additions. tending to the ſupport . and- adyangement- of theis IGolo- 
Dics, Trade and Traftique, Now Know Tee, That 'We taking! the 


Ina 


o way.of Merchandize;jnto- and 440m the faid E2ft-Indier, and the 


alts and places within, the Bounds and Limits:;withia the /faid 
Charters comprized, . not” onely to the very great -Danmimagezof 
the ſaid Governour and, Company and, the |great-Interruprion anil 
hindrance of their Afaires and [Trade ijnto-and; fhom'the faid» Euſp- 
Indics, but alſo to the manifeſt jHlazard -of .uhe:-ruine (of the Jajd 
Governour and Company,; and the uttex;Deſttuction wt al that Trade. 
Whereupon our Truſty and Welk-beJoved- 8ubjcdts:the fard Gover- 
nour and Company, of Merchants of Lydon rrading into the Eaſt 


- 


Indies have humbly befought -us-t0! grant - and: confirm to theny atid 


premiſes: into our Royal; Conlideration, and 'well; weighing! how 


" highly it imports the Honour and - Welfate of this Realm, and of 


our good Subjects thereof, That all Diforders and -Inconveriiencies 
befalling the ſaid Company ſhould -be: xedrefjed,' and to endeavour 
the utmoſt, improving of that, Trade, and: being fully ſacisfiedthat 
the ſame cannot be maintained _ and carryed '6n;'td- National Ad- 
vantage, . but by one General Joynt-ftock; and that a looſe'and 
General Trade will be the Ruine of the whoſe, -and being alſd 
ſatisfied, , that the faid Trade' hath been ,managed/by the faid. Go- 
vernour, and Company to the Honour and Profit: of this Natioh, 
And being deſirous :that the faid ,Governour and Company maybe 
incouraged 1n their difhcult and hazardous : Trade and  Adventurds 
in thoſe remote parts of the World, and may; have all lawful'Af 
ſiſtance from us to promote the ſame, have. of. our; eſpecial Grace 
certain Knowledge and meer Motion ratified and confirmed, and 
by theſe Preſents for Us, Our Heirs and Succeiiors- do ratifie and 
confirm unto our faid Truſty and: Wel-beloved Subjedts the Go- 
vernour and Company of Merchants of Lo»dos Trading into: the 
Eaſt-Indies and their Succeſlors for ever, All the ſaid Charters'and 
Letters Patents and all and fiogular 'the Rights, Grants, Liberties, 
Covenants, Franchiſes, Preheminences and Authorities in all the faid 
Charters or any of them comprized as fully to all intents and pur- 
pres as if every diſtin&t Right, Grant, Power, Liberty, Covenant, 
ranchife, Preheminence and Authority comprized 1a the ſame Let- 
ters Patents, were herein recited and hereby confirmed ſeparately and 
apart by it ſe]f ; Notwithſtanding .any non-uſer, miſ-uſer or abuſer 
of the premiſes hereby confirmed or any of them. But neverthe- 
leſs ſubject to ſuch Conditions, Limitations and Proviſoes as are con- 
tained 1n the before recited Letters Patents reſpe&ively and not 0- 
therwiſe, And further, We for Our Selves, Our Heirs and Succeſ- 
ſors do hereby Give, Grant, Conſtiture, .Ere& and Eſtabliſh unto the 
ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of London Trading in- 
to the Eaſt-Indies and to their Succeſlors for ever, All ſuch, ſo many 
and the like Rights, Liberties, Priviledges, Juriſdictions, Powers, 
Franchiſes, Courts and Authorities, together with ſuch Covenants and 
_— to ſuch Proviſoes and ia ſuch manner and form to all intents 
and purpoſes as the ſaid Governour and 'Company of Merchants of 
London Trading into the Eaft-Indies ever had or' enjoyed, or might 
or ought to have had or enjoyed by force or vertue of all or any of 
the before recited Letters Patents, To have and to hold all and fin- 
gular the premiſes unto the ſaid Governour and Company of Mer- 
chants of London Trading to the Eaſt-Indies and their Succeſfors 
for evermore. And further, We do for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, 
Grant 


af '. 4-4, 


- Grant'unto the ſaid Governour/and Compiny of Mevetnans of "Lav. 
- don Trading into the Eaſt-Indic; and; cient Succeflbrs;! That it thall 


and may be: lawful at all rimes hrreatter>to' and” fob-i the” ſaid Go- 
vernour and ,Company  andtheir Succeflots' and! their reſpeRtive 
Preſidents, Agents: and Chiefs;' and Coundils in the faid Byf:fndies, 
and 'the Iſlands 4forefind, 'or . any three of them whereof fucly Pte- 
\Aident,  Agent' or: 'Chief to. be one, to adminiſter torall:' of any'pet- 
ſon or perſons: which at any time hereafter : ſhall' be* imployed by 
-the:faid Governour and Company or. their Succeſſor within the 
Limirs of any of the Charters aforeſaid ſuch:formaland lawfidOath as 
is tiſually adminiſtred to or taken by every Freeman: of this faid Com- 
pany. And- all other formal and lawful Oarhs' as 'fball from 


rirme © time by. the ſaid Governour and Company or the Major then 
part of them preſent at any: Court of Committees ( whereof 'the 


Governour or | Deputy to be one) be reaſonably deviſed, dire- 
ed or appointed. | Ard further, We do for Us, Our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors: by theſe preſents, Erect and Eſtablith a Court 'of Judicature 
tobe! held- at- ſuch . place 'or. places, Fort or 'Forts, Plantations of 
Factories upon the-Coaſts | before recited withih the Linfics'- of any 


of the before -recieed Charters as: thel{fard Company 1hall' from time 


to time dire& and - appoint, which Court ſhall conſiſt of” one per- 
ſon learned in the Civil Laws and two Merchants, which faid per- 
ons and ſach; Officers of the ſaid Court as ſhall be thought ne- 
ceſlary to be nominated and appointed from time /to time by the 


Governour or the Deputy Governour and Court or the' Major part 


of them, And which ſaid perſon learned 'in the 'Civil' Law, and two 


Merchants, or the Major part: of them, -whereof the: faid perſon 


learned in the Civil Law to be one ſhall have Commiſion and 
power to bear and determine all Cauſes of Forfeirares-and ſcizures 
of any ſhip or ſhips, Goods-and Merthandize Trading and coming 
upon afly the ſaid Coaſts or Limits contrary to the intent of theſe 
preſents or of the firſt recited 'Letters: Patents. | And alſo all Cauſes 
Mercantile or Maritime , Bargains, Buymgs, Sellings,” Barcering of 
Wares whatſoever and all Policies and' Acts of Aſſurance; all Bills, 
Bonds and Promiſes for payment of Money or Mercamile'or Trading 
ContraQs, all Charter-parties or Trading Contracts for affraighting 
of Veſſels and Wages of Marriners and all other Mercantile or Ma- 
ritime Caſes, or caſes of Repriſals of Ships -or: Goods 'for- any hurt 
or dammage done to the ſaid Company by any perſon or perſons 
whatſoever, and all other Maritime caſes - whatſoever, concerning 
any perſon or perſons reſiding coming or being in the 'places a- 
forefaid. Ard all caſes of Treſpaſies, Injuries and Wrongs done or 
committed upon the High Sea or in any of rhe Regions, Territories, 
Countries or places aforeſaid within the Limits of the: firſt recited 
Letters Patents of the ſaid late King Charles the Second, concerning 


any perſon or perſons reſiding being or coming in the parts of 


Afia or Africe within the bounds and limits aforeſaid ; A# which 
caſes ſhall be adjudged and derermined by the ſaid Court upon due 
cxamination and proof according to the Rules of Equity and good 
Conſcience and according to the Laws and Cuſtoms of Merchants, 
by ſuch methods and rules of proceedings as We, Our Heirs or 
Succeſlors (hall ffom time to rime dire and appoint under'the great 
Seal or Privy Seal. And for want of ſuch DireGions, 'and until (uch 
Dire&ions ſhall be made, by ſuch ways and means as by- the Judges 
of the faid Court ſhall in their beſt Judgments and Difcretions 


think meet and juſt, whether it be by a ſummary way or other- 
wiſe 
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We do further ere& and 
eſtabliſh a Court of Jus 
dicature, art ſuch places © 
as they ſhall appoint : 


3203 v5 3 N ; 
This Court to confift of ©? 
a Civilian and rwo Merg- 
chants, : 


Or the Major 
ha jor part of 


whereof che Givilian to 
be ones 


who ſhall have power to 
determin of forfeitutes, 
leizures, &c, 


and all cauſes des 
we or Maritime, - 


And all treſpaſſes on the 
High Seas, = any the 
Regions aforeſaid 


according to the Rules 
of Equiry and good 
Conſcience. 

and according to ſuck 
methods of proceeding 
as We ſhall appoint : 
and for want thereof, 
by ſuch ways as they 
ſhall chink fir. 


k 


} All judgments and de- 


; terminations ſhall be pur * 
: in writing 4 


Writing: and'- ſignified, to the perſons that were preſent at - the 


. wiſe, according 


| "to the exi of ſeveral caſcs' that ſhall: be 
brought iti Judgment before: them z; - and all Judgments, Derermina- 
tons and ;Decrees/ made; in the ſaid Court are / to be put :4n 


making of the ſame, and (ball contain. a ſhort ſtate of the mat- 


ter, of; Fa, as it appeared to them, and their.| Sentence and . Ad- 


'. And whereas the ſaid 
| late King, did grantthe 
ſaid Company 


ro raiſe Arms, Trayn 
and Muſter, &:. 


Jjudication-> thereupon. '- And farther, Whereas. the : ſaid late:'King 
Charles: the | Second | by 


duly aflembled, : ſhould have full Power, Licence :and Authoriy, 


- to name and appoint Governours. and Officers, from time to time 


in-the Forts, Factories and Plantations therein mentioned 3 which 
ſaid Governours and: Officers, ſhould have full Power, - Liceriſe 


and Authority, , to raiſe Arms, Train and Muſter, fuch Military 


We do hereby confirm 


And . further under- 
ſtanding chat avany of 
the Narive Princes, 


taking advantage of the 
late licencious trading, 
and the evi! conſequen- 
ces rhereof ; 

have violated many of 


rhe hy 1c priv1- 
ledpes and liberries 3 


For which they intend 
to demand (atisfaftion 
in a peaceable way; and 
if not that way attrain- 
able ; 

To uſe force of Arms for 
recovering their loſs : 


We do therefore grant 
them full power to ap- 
point Admirals and; o- 
ther Officers ; 


Forces, as to them ſhould ſeem requiſite and neceflary, and to 
exerciſe; :and uſe, within the ſanie Plantations, - Forts and Places, 


* the Law call'd the Martial Law :- Which ſaid Powers, - Licenſes /arid 


Authorities laſt pected,” We do: for Us, Our 'Heirs:and Succellors, 
hereby. Confirm and. Grant to the ſaid Governour and . Company 
full Power,” Licenſe and Autharity to uſe}. exerciſe and; -enjoy, 


as. well within the ſaid Ifland St. Helena, and on their Fort: of - 


Pryaman, on the Weſt Coaſt of Sumatra, as in all other their 
Forts, Factories and - Plantations, which now are, or hereafter 
ſhall be within -the Limits of their ſeveral recited Charters a- 
foreſaid. And further, whereas We are alſo given to undetſtand 
that many. of the Native Princes and Goverrours of ndia, and 
other Nations taking opportunity . from the Diviſions, DiſtraQi- 
ons or Rebellions amongſt the Exgl/iſþ occaſion'd - by the - late 
licentious Trading of Interlopers, have of late violated many of the 
Companies priviledges, ſurprized their Servants, Ships and Goods, 
beſieged their Factories, invaded their Liberties, and many other 
wayes without juſt cauſe, greatly endammaged and abuſed their 
Chiefs, and Factors to the diſhonour of the Ergliſþ Nation in 
thoſe parts of the World ; For which Injuries and Dammages, the 
ſaid Company intend to demand and procure fatisfaCtion in a' peace- 
able way, if in that manner it be attainable, and if not, then 
the ſaid Company intend to endeavour: the recovery of their loſs 
and dammages and to procure their ſatisfaction by force of Arms, 
wherein they will have occaſion to uſe their Ships 1n a warlike 


manner, and have thereupon humbly beſought us that in time of 


War, or aQua] Hoſtility with any Nation in the Eaſt-Izdies, they may 
uſe and exerciſe the Law commonly called the Law Martial, as well 
in their Ships as in any their plantations, Forts and places within the 
Limits of their reſpective Charters aforeſaid for Defence of their ſaid 
Ships againſt any Foreign Enemy, or Domeſtick Ioſurretion, Re- 
bellion or Diſorder, We do therefore for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſ- 
ſors further give and grant full power, Licence and Authority to the 
ſaid Governour, Deputy and Court of the ſaid Company for the 
time being, or the Major part of them duly afſembled, to name and 
appoint | Admirals, Vice-admirals, Rere-Admirals, Caprains and 0- 
ther Sea-Officers, from time to time, in all or any Ship or Ships 


ſerving the ſaid Company, in the ſaid Eaſt-Indies within the limits of 


any of the above-recited Charters, which ſaid Admirals, Vice-Admi- 
rals, Rere-Admirals, Captains and other Sea-Officers- ſhall have, and 
by 


- bis faid Letters Patents bearing daterthe - 
ninth, day of | Auguſt -aforcſaid did amongſt other | things;:Grant 
that the/1faid | Governour, Deputy Governour and: Court of-the 
.faid Company for the time being, or- the Major part of them 


- 
I. 


by theſe preſents, We do for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, give 
them hereby full power, Licence, Commiſſion and Authority, to 
raiſe Arms, Train and Muſter ſuch Number of Seamen or other Mi- 
litary Souldiers, as to them (hall ſeem neceſſary on board their re- 
ſpeive ſhips, or as they (hall be ordered and directed by the faid 
Governour and Company or their Succefſors, or the Captain Ge- 
neral of the Engliſh in India appointed, or to be appointed by the 
faid Governour and Company, and to execute and uſe within their 
ſhips, on the other ſide of .che Cape of Good Hope in time of open 
Hoſtility with ſome other Nation, the Law call'd the Law Martial, tor 
defence of their Ships againſt the Enemy: Reſerving nevertheleſs to Us, 
Our Heirs and Succeſſors Liberty to revoke and dilanul this power 
and Authority of exerciſing Martial Law in the hips ſerving the 
ſaid Company in the Eaſt-Indies whenever it ſhall ſeem mcet or con- 
venient to Us, Our Heirs or Succeſlors to abridge, alter or difannul 
the ſame by any Writing to the ſaid Governour and Company {igni- 
fying Our Royal Will and Pleaſure for ſo doing under Our Privy 
Signet or ſign Manual. Ard further, We dofor Us, Our Heirs and 
Succeſſors, hereby Give and Grant unto the ſaid Governour and 
Company their Succeſſors and Aſſigns for ever, full power, Li- 
cenſe and Authority to Coin in their Forts any ſpecies of Mo- 
ney uſually Coined by the Princes of thoſe Countries only, and 
oO as the Monies to be Coined by the faid Company or their 
Order be agreeable to the Standards of the faid Princes Mints 
both in Weight and Fineneſs, And that they do not make or 
Coin any Emnropean Money or Coin whatſoever. And that all 
Money or Coines ſo to be Coined as aforeſaid, and- no other- 
wiſe, ſhall be currant in any City, Town, Port or Place within 
the Limits of the ſame Charters or Letters Patents. And further, 
We hereby will and ſtrifly charge and command all and fingular 
Our Admirals, Vice-Admirals, Juſtices, Mayors, Sheriffs, Eſcheators 
Conſtables, Bayliffs, and all and ſingular other our Officers, Mi- 


' niſters, Leige-men and Subjefts whatſoever to be aiding, favour- 


ing, helping and afſliſting to the faid Governour and Company 
and to their Succeſſors, and to their Deputies, Officets, Factors, 
Servants and Aſſigns, and every of them in executing and en- 
joying the premiſes as well on Land as on Sea from time ro 
time, when they or any of them ſhall thereunto be required. 
And Laſtly, Our Will and Pleaſure is, and We do by theſe preſents, 
for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſlors, Grant unto the ſaid Governour and 
Company of Merchants of London Trading into the Ezſt-Indies and 
their Succeſſors, That theſe Our Letters Patents,and all and fingular the 
Clauſes and Grants hereincontained ſhall be and continue ſufficient and 
available in the Law, and ſhall be conſtrued and taken as well to the 
meaning and intent, as to the Words of the ſame moſt Graciouſly and 


who have hereby power __ 
to raiſe Arms, Train and 
Mufter, Seamen or 
others 


and to exerciſe Martial 
Law, beyond the Cape 
ot Good Hope. 

Reſerving to our (elves 
power to revoke this 
Grant touching Martial 
Law, 


We alſo give them Pos 
wer to Coin any ſpecies 
of Money uſually Coin- 
ed by the Princes of 
thoſe Countries, 


lo as it be agreeable to 
their Standards »: Mn 
weight and fineneſs 3 
and that they Coin noc 
any Exropean Money. 


And further we ftrialy 
charge all our Admirals, 
&c. to be aiding _ 
aſliſting ro the ſaid Go- 
% our and Company, 


&c. in execuring and 
enjoying the premiſes, 


And laſtly, That theſe 
our Lerrers Patents ſhall 
he conſtrued moſt fa- 


vourably on behalf of | 


the Company. 


Favourably for the beſt Advantage and Benefit of the ſaid Governour , 


and Company and their Succeſſors, although expreſs mention of the 
true yearly value or certainty of the premiſes or any of them, or of any 
other Gifts or Grants by Us,or by any other of Our Progenitors or Pre- 
deceſſors heretofore made tothe ſaid Governour and Company and their 
Succeſſors in theſe preſents, or in the Petition for the ſame be not made, 
or any Statute, Act, Proclamation or Reſtriction,or any other thing tothe 
contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding, -In Witneſs whereof We 
have cauſed theſe Our Letters to be made Patent,Witneſs OurSelt at Weſt- 
minſter the Twelveth day of April in the Second Year of Our Reign. 


By Writ of Privy Seal, 
Pigott. 


